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​
A panoramic view of the Hobbiton Movie Set, with the iconic Party Tree by the lake and 
lush green hills dotted with Hobbit holes. 

 

Welcome to Middle-earth’s Shire 🌳 
As you embark on your Hobbiton Movie Set Tour, get ready to step into The Shire – the 
heart of Middle-earth. You’re about to walk where Bilbo, Frodo, Sam, and Gandalf 
walked, immersing yourself in the idyllic landscape that brought the Lord of the Rings 
and The Hobbit films to life. This guidebook is your companion to make the most of your 
journey. We’ll set the mood, point out can’t-miss spots, reveal hidden details, and share 
insider tips so you can relive your favorite scenes and capture magical memories. Grab 
your virtual walking stick (and perhaps a pint of ale), and let’s begin our adventure in 
Hobbiton! 🍃 

 

 

 



What to Expect on Your Hobbiton Tour 🚌✨ 
Your Hobbiton experience isn’t just a visit – it’s an interactive journey into the Shire. 
Here’s an overview of what awaits you on the tour: 

●​ Meet at The Shire’s Rest: All tours begin at The Shire’s Rest™, the Hobbiton tour 
headquarters at 501 Buckland Road (near Matamata). This rustic spot has a 
ticketing center, café, and gift shop – and plenty of free parking for your pony… 
er, car. After checking in (make sure to arrive a bit early!), you’ll board the 
Hobbiton coach. Remember, the movie set is only accessible via guided tour bus 
– no self-driving onto the farm is allowed. 

●​ The Bus Ride: A short 5–10 minute bus ride carries you deep into the rolling 
1,250-acre sheep farm owned by the Alexander family. As you rumble along the 
green hills, your anticipation builds – will you spot a round door on the hillside 
yet? Your guide might share a few facts en route (for instance, how Sir Peter 
Jackson discovered this farm in 1998 and declared it “a slice of ancient England” 
suitable for Hobbiton. Before you know it, the bus turns a corner… and there it is: 
Hobbiton! 

●​ Guided Walking Tour (1.5–2 hours): Stepping off the bus is like stepping into the 
movies. You’ll explore the 12-acre Hobbiton Movie Set on foot, led by a 
knowledgeable guide who will escort you through the winding paths of the Shire. 
Over about 90 minutes, you’ll stroll past 44 hobbit-hole façades nestled in the 
lush landscape. From the vegetable gardens to the tiny mailboxes, every detail 
around you was designed to make this village feel real – and it does! Expect to 
see famous landmarks such as the vegetable plots, stone pathways, quaint 
hobbit homes (each with unique colors and props), and flower-filled gardens. 
Your guide will point out highlights and tell behind-the-scenes stories as you go. 

●​ Bagshot Row & Bag End: You’ll make your way up the gentle slope toward 
Bagshot Row, the lovely row of hobbit-holes that includes Samwise Gamgee’s 
home and sits just below Bag End on the hill[8]. At the summit stands the crown 
jewel: Bag End, Bilbo and Frodo’s iconic home under the oak tree. (Cue the 
fanfare – this is the most famous green door in the world!)  

●​ The Party Field: Near Bag End is the expansive Party Field, shaded by the 
enormous Party Tree. Here, imagine colorful tents and lanterns – this is where 
Bilbo’s 111th Birthday Party took place on film. Standing under the Party Tree, 
you can almost hear the laughter and music from The Fellowship of the Ring’s 
opening party scene. 

●​ The Frog Pond & The Mill: As the path winds down, you’ll pass a small pond 
(nicknamed “The Frog Pond” by crew – ask your guide why!) and come upon the 
Old Mill by the water. This thatched mill with its water wheel looks straight out of 
the Third Age. Cross over the famous double-arched stone bridge next to the mill 

https://www.triptipedia.com/tip/QCkISeb/exploring-hobbiton-movie-set#:~:text=We%20slowly%20made%20our%20way,on%20top%20of%20the%20hill


– yes, this is the bridge that Gandalf’s cart rolled over into Hobbiton and that 
Frodo and Sam later ran across. 

●​ The Green Dragon Inn (20 minutes): Your final stop is the Green Dragon Inn, the 
cozy hobbit pub on the far side of the water. Inside this fully reconstructed inn, a 
complimentary beverage awaits every tour guest! 🍻 You can choose from 
specially brewed Southfarthing™ ale, stout, apple cider, or non-alcoholic ginger 
beer – all craft-made just for Hobbiton. Find a spot by the hearth or outside by 
the willow tree, and cheers to your adventure. (Fun fact: During filming, the 
actors drank a custom low-alcohol “ale” here so they could film scenes without 
actually getting tipsy!) Be sure to snap a photo with your mug of ale or sweet 
ginger beer in hand – you’ve truly earned a drink at the Green Dragon. 

●​ Return to Reality: All too soon, it’s time to depart the Shire. After finishing your 
drink and soaking in the atmosphere, you’ll rejoin your guide for a short walk 
back to the bus. The coach will then take you back to The Shire’s Rest, where 
you can browse the gift shop for souvenirs (perhaps a “No Admittance Except on 
Party Business” sign for your door?) before saying a fond farewell. In total, the 
standard tour experience lasts about 2 to 2.5 hours. 

Keep in Mind: If you’ve booked a special variant (such as the Second Breakfast Tour, 
Hobbiton Lunch Combo, or the Evening Banquet Tour), your journey will include 
everything above plus a hearty meal either at the Shire’s Rest café or on the movie set 
itself. For example, evening tours conclude with a grand feast at the Green Dragon by 
lamplight – a truly magical add-on for die-hard fans (more on that in the Bonus section 
later). Regardless of which tour you choose, every adventure starts with a guided walk 
through Hobbiton’s highlights. Get ready to explore the Shire! 🌻 

Relive the Movie Magic: Scenes & Settings to Look For 🎥 
One of the thrills of visiting Hobbiton is recognizing exactly where famous moments 
from The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit were filmed. The set designers’ attention to 
detail means you’ll feel like you’re in the movie. Here are some iconic film-scene 
locations to notice on your tour, and the memorable moments they conjure up: 

●​ Bag End: The granddaddy of all hobbit-holes. This comfortable burrow under the 
oak tree is where it all begins. As you stand at the gate of Bag End, picture the 
scene from The Fellowship of the Ring: Gandalf strolls up the path and raps on 
the round green door, right below Bilbo’s quirky sign that reads “No Admittance 
Except on Party Business.” Bilbo Baggins cautiously opens the door, saying “No 
thank you! We don’t want any more visitors, well-wishers, or distant relations!” – 
until Gandalf peeks in and replies, “And what about very old friends?”. This 
touching reunion happened right here! Although you can’t enter Bilbo’s house 
(more on that later), seeing Bag End’s exterior up close is a goosebump moment 
for any fan.  



●​ Bagshot Row & Samwise’s House: Just down the hill from Bag End, you’ll pass 
Number 3 Bagshot Row – better known as Sam Gamgee’s yellow-doored home. 
This humble hobbit-hole appears at the end of The Return of the King. Imagine 
Sam standing here with Rosie and little Elanor, saying “Well, I’m back,” in the 
final scene of the trilogy. In fact, the very last shot of LOTR is filmed at this door. 
Talk about ending where it all began! Fans often report a shiver of excitement 
recognizing Sam’s house – feel free to reenact Sam’s return for a photo. Sam’s 
garden is also one of the most lovingly tended, fitting for our favorite gardener 
hobbit. 

●​ The Party Tree & Party Field: That massive tree dominating the field is fondly 
called the Party Tree. Under its branches, young hobbit children played and the 
entire Shire turned out for Bilbo’s 111th Birthday Party. This is where Bilbo made 
his speech (“I don’t know half of you half as well as I should like…”) before 
disappearing with a flash, thanks to the One Ring. The field would have been 
filled with tents, tables of food, and fireworks launchers. While those props are 
gone, the Party Tree is very real – it’s one of the largest (and oldest) trees on the 
farm. Stand here and picture the long-expected party scene from the film, with 
merrymaking hobbits and Gandalf’s fireworks lighting up the sky. It’s incredible to 
think you are standing on the very spot of that cinematic celebration! (Insider 
tidbit: The original Party Tree used in The Lord of the Rings was real, but by the 
time The Hobbit films were made, it had died – so a meticulous replica was 
constructed. Either way, the atmosphere is pure magic.) 

●​ The Stone Bridge & The Old Mill: As you walk toward the pond, you’ll see the 
arched stone bridge and the Mill beside it, with its mossy wheel dipping into the 
water. In the films, this quaint bridge is seen in the opening sequence of 
Fellowship: Frodo rides in Gandalf’s cart over it into the village. Later, after frothy 
ales at the Green Dragon, Frodo and Sam skip back over this bridge singing. The 
Mill itself, with its thatched roof and wooden wheel, makes a picturesque 
backdrop. It was featured in various establishing shots of Hobbiton, adding to the 
Shire’s old-fashioned charm. Don’t hesitate to ask your guide to take a photo of 
you on the bridge – it’s like walking into a postcard.  

●​ The Green Dragon Inn: When you cross the bridge, you’re entering the realm of 
the Green Dragon Inn, the social hub of Hobbiton. In The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King, after the hobbits return home, there’s a heartwarming scene 
of them raising a mug together at the Green Dragon. The exterior (with its 
circular doors and ivy-covered walls) and interior (cozy fireplaces and wooden 
beams) were lovingly reconstructed on this very spot. On your tour, you get to go 
inside and drink from a ceramic pint just like a Hobbit! As you sip, recall Merry 
and Pippin’s joyful song, or Sam gazing at Rosie Cotton serving ale. This inn is 
no longer just a movie set – it’s a working pub where you can create your own 
Shire memories. It truly feels like you’ve joined the film’s fellowship when you 
clink glasses here. (Fun fact: The ales and ciders available are brewed 



exclusively for Hobbiton Tours, based on the ones created for the movies. You’re 
literally drinking the same style of brew as Frodo and friends – cheers to that!) 

Tip: Your guide will point out many of these locations and likely share even more scene 
connections. Don’t be shy about asking questions like, “Which scenes were shot here?” 
They have tons of anecdotes.  

Insider Tips for an Epic Visit 🗝️ 
To elevate your Hobbiton tour from great to unforgettable, take note of these insider tips 
and tricks. These pointers come from seasoned travelers and staff, ensuring you 
experience the Shire like a true Hobbiton expert: 

●​ Time Your Tour for Magic Hours: For the best photos and fewer crowds, aim for 
the first or last tour of the day. Early morning tours offer soft light rising over the 
hills, while late-afternoon tours give you that golden hour glow – perfect for 
dreamy Shire snapshots. Plus, these times are usually less crowded, meaning 
you might snag unobstructed shots of Bag End or the Mill without other visitors in 
frame. (If you’ve already booked a midday tour, don’t worry – the set is gorgeous 
at any hour. But a little planning can add extra sparkle to your pics!) 

●​ Dress the Part (Comfortably): Hobbiton is an outdoor walking tour over gentle 
terrain, so wear comfortable shoes (sneakers or sturdy sandals are ideal – you’ll 
be on dirt paths and grassy slopes). The Waikato region’s weather can be 
unpredictable; it almost has its own micro-climate. Tours run rain or shine, so 
check the forecast and bring a rain jacket or poncho if there’s a chance of 
showers. On sunny days, pack sunscreen or a hat – that Shire sun can be 
strong. Basically, prepare for all seasons in a day: a light layer in case of wind, 
and something waterproof just in case. There’s nothing worse than being soggy 
in the Shire, except perhaps a wizard who arrives late! 

●​ Travel Light: Anything you carry onto the bus, you’ll need to carry throughout the 
walking tour. A small backpack for your water, camera, and maybe a snack is 
fine, but you won’t want to lug heavy bags. Strollers are not ideal on the 
hobbit-sized paths. Also, drones and large tripods are not allowed on the set. 
(both for safety and to preserve everyone’s view), so leave those at your hotel. A 
handheld camera or smartphone is perfect for capturing the moments. 

●​ Use the Facilities Beforehand: Important tip! There are no bathroom breaks once 
the tour starts and the bus heads out. The only restrooms during the experience 
are at The Shire’s Rest (departure point) and then at the Green Dragon Inn at the 
end of the tour. So, do yourself a favor and hit the loo at The Shire’s Rest before 
your scheduled departure. That way, you can wander the Shire worry-free. (After 
all, who wants to hurry past Bag End in search of a toilet? Not very magical!) 

●​ Mind the “No Inside” Reality: Hobbiton is wonderfully immersive, but one reality 
check – those charming hobbit-hole interiors you recall from the films? They were 



mostly filmed on soundstages in Wellington. The Hobbiton set you’re touring 
consists of detailed exteriors only. That means you won’t be stepping into Bilbo’s 
living room or Frodo’s study inside Bag End, because there is nothing beyond the 
door! (The interior of Bag End was a studio set in Wellington.) Don’t be 
disappointed – this actually preserves the authenticity. The tour does, however, 
include a peek inside one Hobbit-hole at Bagshot Row that has been set up for 
visitors, just to give you a taste of hobbit life. It’s a small, unfinished space, but 
fun for a quick photo-op. So enjoy the exteriors and imagine the cozy interiors – 
you’re essentially on a living movie set, not a theme park attraction, and that’s 
part of the charm! 

●​ Pay Attention to Hidden Details: The beauty of Hobbiton is in the tiny details. As 
you wander, notice how each hobbit home has unique props – from laundry on a 
line, to honey jars and fresh bread by the baker’s house, to fishing poles and nets 
by the mill. All the vegetable gardens are real and seasonal, tended by a team of 
gardeners who plant according to the time of year. That means in summer you’ll 
see pumpkins, tomatoes, and blooming sunflowers; in winter you might see root 
vegetables and the grape vines pruned back. Nothing is plastic or fake – they 
even rotate the crops so it always feels like a living village. This commitment to 
realism is what makes you feel like the residents just stepped away for a second 
breakfast. Insider nugget: any produce harvested is actually used in the Green 
Dragon Inn’s kitchen or given to local farms, so nothing goes to waste! 

●​ Hobbit Lore in the Layout: Peter Jackson’s team went the extra mile to reflect 
Shire lore. For example, look at the gardens on the upper hill vs. those on the 
lower – the hobbit-holes higher up (like Bag End and its neighbors) have more 
elaborate, well-tended gardens, indicating wealthier or more respectable hobbits 
lived there. Meanwhile, the lower homes have simpler gardens. This touches on 
details from Tolkien’s writings about class in the Shire. Also, pay attention to door 
colors: not just pretty, they had a purpose in filming! Many smaller-scale hobbit 
doors used to film Gandalf’s scenes are blue, while larger ones for hobbit actors 
are other colors – a little behind-the-scenes cheat for scale perspective[30]. 
Knowing these tidbits makes each doorway and garden even more interesting as 
you stroll by. 

●​ Photography Pro Tips: You’ll want endless photos — Hobbiton is an Instagram 
dream. A few pointers for stellar shots: Capture Bag End from a lower angle 
down the path so you get the whole tree and door in frame (the famous oak atop 
Bag End is actually a fake prop tree, but it’s so convincingly crafted with 200,000 
artificial leaves hand-wired in that it looks real even up close!). If it’s breezy, you 
might notice no leaves rustling – a giveaway that the tree is artificial, but your 
photos certainly won’t show it. For a postcard-worthy panorama, don’t miss 
taking a wide shot from across the lake near the mill – you can get the stone 
bridge, the lake’s reflection, and the Hobbiton hill all in one image. Also, include 
some foreground elements (like a garden fence or an amber ale in hand) to add 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobbiton_Movie_Set#:~:text=was%20shot%20in%20a%20studio,the%20correct%20scale%20for%20humans


depth and Hobbit-y context to your pics. Most importantly, have your camera 
ready at all times – you never know when a rainbow over the Shire or a perfect 
light beam might appear! 

●​ Embrace the Moment: This is a place to not just see, but feel. Sure, snap photos, 
but also take a minute to simply sit on a bench by a hobbit hole, breathe the fresh 
farm air, and listen. You might hear distant sheep, the creak of the mill wheel, or 
birds in the Party Tree. The atmosphere is incredibly peaceful when you pause. 
Remember, some visitors travel from across the world to be here – and you 
made it! Soak it in. One trick: after your guide’s explanation at a spot, hang back 
a few seconds to imagine the scene in your mind’s eye. It will make your tour 
even more immersive and memorable. After all, as Bilbo says, “It’s a dangerous 
business, Frodo, going out your door...” – but it’s so rewarding when you find 
yourself in the Shire. 

●​ Shop and Stamp: At The Shire’s Rest gift shop (or the one by the Green 
Dragon), you can purchase some unique souvenirs. One cute idea: get your 
passport or a special notebook stamped with the Hobbiton emblem – they often 
have a commemorative Shire stamp at the gift shop counter if you ask. It’s a free 
little keepsake to remember your journey. And yes, you can buy The One Ring 
replica, but maybe keep it away from any dark lords on your travels! 

By keeping these tips in mind, you’ll navigate Hobbiton like a pro. The goal is to 
maximize your enjoyment and minimize any surprises (except the good kind). This way, 
you’ll leave Middle-earth with incredible photos, fun facts to tell your friends, and a heart 
full of Shire magic. ✨ 

 



Map & Photo Checklist 📸🗺️ 
Hobbiton is a visual feast, and you’ll want to capture every nook and cranny. To help 

you out, here’s a self-guided photo checklist of must-have shots and moments. 

 

●​ 🏡 Bag End’s Front Door: The ultimate Hobbiton photo! Get a shot of Bilbo’s 
green door at Bag End, ideally with the “No Admittance Except on Party 
Business” sign in view. You might have to take this from a slight distance (since 
the immediate area is roped off to preserve it), but zoom in or crop and you’ve 
got the money shot. Pro tip: stand a bit down the path so you include the 
overhanging oak tree and the circular door together in the frame. Instant album 
cover for your journey. 

 



●​ 🌼 Hobbit Holes on Bagshot Row: There’s a lovely composition of the 
hobbit-hole trio on Bagshot Row (including Sam’s yellow door). From the path 
below, you can frame two or three of these quaint facades in one shot. Bonus 
points if you capture the little details like the mailbox or vegetable garden in front 
– it really shows the homely charm of Hobbiton. This spot also highlights the 
tiered layout of the village (great for showing friends the “neighborhood” vibe of 
Hobbiton). 

 

●​  

 

 

●​ 🎉 The Party Tree & Party Field: Step back and take a wide photo of the Party 
Field with the enormous Party Tree dominating the scene. If your tour is earlier in 
the day, this might be when groups are more dispersed, giving you a clean shot. 
Try to include some of the field (maybe the bench or flagpole if present) to show 
scale. This is the place where Bilbo’s party happened, so maybe have someone 
in your group pretend to give a speech under the tree for a fun candid. 

 

●​ 🌉 The Stone Bridge & The Mill: This picturesque view demands a photo. From 
just near the water’s edge, get the arched stone bridge on the left and the Old 
Mill on the right of your frame, reflected in the pond. It’s storybook-perfect! 
Cloudy day? Even better – you’ll capture the moody, lush vibe of the Shire (and 
reflections often come out clearer without harsh sun). This shot is Hobbiton’s 
postcard angle, so don’t miss it. 



 

 

●​ 🍻 Green Dragon Inn (Exterior with Pint): Hand your camera to a fellow traveler 
(or guide) and pose in front of the Green Dragon Inn holding your mug of ale or 
cider high. The thatched roof, round doors, and ivy on the inn behind you leave 
no doubt where you are. Many visitors love to stand by the hanging Green 
Dragon sign or the barrel outside for this shot. It’s the ultimate “I made it to the 
Green Dragon!” proof. If you’re not into posed pics, at least snap the exterior of 
the inn across the stone bridge, especially if the willow tree and lanterns are 
reflecting in the water in the late afternoon – gorgeous! 

 

 

 

●​ 🌄 Wide Panorama of The Shire: Before you depart, get a wide-angle landscape 
shot that captures the essence of Hobbiton. A great spot for this is near the 
Green Dragon Inn looking back across the lake, or from up by Bag End looking 



down over the whole set. In one frame, you can catch the lake, the mill, the Party 
Tree, and several hobbit holes sprinkled in the hills. This one is for framing on 
your wall at home. Some phones have a panorama mode – use it here! It truly 
showcases the peaceful countryside beauty of the Shire. (See the PDF map for 
marked viewpoints for the best panoramas.) 

​
The stone bridge and Old Mill at Hobbiton – a picture-perfect spot. Try to capture the 

water’s reflection for an even more enchanting photo! 

Of course, take any other fun shots you desire: pop your head in a hobbit doorway for a 
size comparison, capture a close-up of the Party Field’s festive decorations if any, or 
take a selfie with a friendly Hobbiton cat (there are a few that roam around!). This 
checklist just covers the highlights that no Hobbiton traveler’s album should be without. 
Happy shooting – or as the hobbits might say, “May your shutter never shudder!” 📷 

Bonus Section: For Die-Hard Fans 🎬🧙 
Already know your Sackville-Bagginses from your Tookses? This section is for you – the 
super fans hungry for extra trivia and special experiences that casual visitors might 
miss. Elevate your trip from awesome to legendary with these bonus insights and tips: 

🎥 Behind-the-Scenes Lore: Few things to quietly impress your fellow fans (or just geek 
out internally): - Hobbiton’s Disappearing & Reappearing Act: Believe it or not, after The 
Lord of the Rings wrapped, the entire Hobbiton set was dismantled – they tore down the 
Hobbit holes, removed props, everything! It was initially built to be temporary. But when 
Peter Jackson returned to film The Hobbit trilogy years later, the set was rebuilt 



permanently (with the Alexander farm owners’ blessing). This time they used permanent 
materials (no temporary polystyrene fronts). That’s why today we get to visit a lasting 
Hobbiton. So as you walk around, remember: you’re seeing the second incarnation of 
the Shire – the one lovingly preserved for future generations of fans. - Forced 
Perspective Magic: Ever wonder how they made Gandalf look so tall and hobbits so 
small in the same scenes? Aside from camera tricks, they actually built Hobbiton with 
different scaled sizes of hobbit-holes! Some doors and windows are built at 100% scale 
(hobbit-sized) for when human actors like Gandalf needed to appear large next to them. 
Others are at 60% scale (much smaller) so that a hobbit actor appears appropriately 
small in comparison. For instance, Frodo might be filmed in front of a larger-scale door, 
whereas Gandalf at a smaller one – voila, Gandalf towers over him. There are three 
scale categories in total. A quick identifier: blue doors are often the ones built to human 
scale (so they look normal size for a human actor). Keep an eye out and you might spot 
the size differences! It’s a testament to the crew’s ingenuity that walking around, you 
hardly notice – the illusion in the films was seamless.  

- The Only Fake Thing: Hobbiton feels completely real, but there’s one big prop trick: 
the massive oak tree above Bag End is artificial (in the current set). The original oak 
was real in LOTR but didn’t survive; so for The Hobbit, they created a 26-ton steel and 
silicone replica. Every one of its ~200,000 leaves was hand-painted to the perfect shade 
of green. Insane dedication? Yes – but that’s why the tree looks 100% real (you’d never 
know if we didn’t tell you!). If a leaf falls, staff will even quietly glue it back on. Talk about 
movie magic! So when you see that stately oak, give a nod to the artists who made it 
immortal. - Hobbiton’s Furry Residents: The Alexander farm had 13,000 sheep, yet 
funnily, none of the farm’s sheep made it into the movies. Peter Jackson felt the local 
sheep looked “too modern” (they’re a New Zealand breed), so he famously imported 37 
special Suffolk sheep – with black faces – to be the Shire extras. Those fluffy stars can 
be seen grazing in some wide shots. While touring, you’ll likely spot sheep in distant 
fields; they might be descendants of the film stars or the farm’s own herd. Either way, 
it’s a cool fact to share when you see them: “Those aren’t the original sheep, the 
filmmakers actually swapped them out!” A reminder of the lengths filmmakers go for 
authenticity. - “Gandalf’s Cutting”: At the start of the tour, you walk down a narrow, 
tree-lined path into Hobbiton – this is nicknamed Gandalf’s Cutting. It’s where Frodo 
runs up to Gandalf on the cart in the film’s opening. They chose a pony to pull the cart 
so Gandalf (Ian McKellen) would appear larger relative to it. Next time you watch that 
scene, remember you walked that same lane! These subtle tricks are what made the 
Shire on-screen so convincing. 



 

 

(📱 Bonus Content: Here’s a fun “Which Hobbit Character Are You?” quiz.) 

Live the Legend: As a superfan, you might want to dress up a bit for the occasion. 
Totally encouraged! Plenty of visitors wear Hobbit-esque outfits or simple costumes. 
Just remember our earlier note: no prop weapons. A Green Dragon Inn bartender told 
us they love when fans show up in elf ears or Gandalf hats – it adds to the atmosphere. 
If you do dress up, you could get some truly epic photos (imagine you, in costume, at 
Bag End – frame-worthy!). And if you happen to have the One Ring, there’s no better 
place to dramatically hold it up than under the Party Tree. 

Lastly, consider making a stop at the nearby Matamata i-SITE (Information Center) in 
town – it’s Hobbit-themed! There’s a Hobbiton sign and a troll statue from The Hobbit 
movies. It’s a fun extra pilgrimage for fans, and you can get your photo there too. They 
even stamp passports with a Hobbiton stamp if you ask. 

This bonus section could go on and on (Tolkien fandom is a deep rabbit hole, or should 
we say hobbit-hole). But we’ll end by saying: take a moment during your visit, perhaps 
while sipping your Green Dragon brew, to appreciate how special it is that a fictional 
world you love has been made real around you. Hobbiton truly is a labor of love, from 
the gardeners to the guides, and by enjoying it respectfully, you’re part of the story now.  

 

Do’s and Don’ts for a Smooth Shire Experience 🚦 
To ensure your visit goes without a hitch (or a troll), here’s a handy list of Do’s and 
Don’ts while touring Hobbiton. Follow these guidelines and you’ll fit in with the Hobbits 
famously! 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/sigridhobbit/which-hobbit-character-are-you-c3ctkqiwe0


DO:​
- Stay with Your Group: Hobbiton can only be visited on a guided tour, so stick with your 
guide and group at all times. No matter how curious you are, don’t wander off down 
unknown paths or behind roped-off areas[32]. (There and back again… together!) This 
keeps everyone safe and preserves the set.​
- Listen & Ask Questions: Your guides are storytelling wizards. Do take advantage of 
their knowledge – ask that burning question about how the pumpkins grow so large or 
what it was like during filming. They often have delightful behind-the-scenes anecdotes.​
- Take Photos (Respectfully): Absolutely snap away and pose with doors and signs – 
that’s half the fun! Do be mindful of other tour members waiting to take their pictures 
too. A good rule: take your couple of shots, then step aside to let others have a turn, 
especially at popular spots like Bag End.​
- Carry Water & Stay Hydrated: Especially in summer, walking under the sun can be 
tiring. Bring a water bottle. There are no water fountains on the set, so having your own 
drink helps. You can refill at The Shire’s Rest or buy drinks there beforehand.​
- Enjoy the Pub Responsibly: Savor your ale or ginger beer at the Green Dragon but do 
remember you have a bus to catch back. The complimentary drink is just the right 
amount – if you choose to buy an extra, just keep one eye on the time so you don’t miss 
the group departure. (Leaving a hobbit behind is a big no-no, even if the Green Dragon 
is tempting!) 

DON’T:​
- Don’t Stray Off the Path: As mentioned, resist any temptation to explore on your own. 
Frodo might’ve gone off-trail and met elves in the woods, but in Hobbiton it’s against the 
rules to leave the designated tour route[32]. Not only could you damage the set or 
gardens by accident, but you’d also likely incur the stern eye of a guide (or a very 
disappointed Gandalf). Stay with the fellowship!​
- No Drones or Tripods: Leave the fancy aerial shots to the official photographers. 
Drones are strictly prohibited anywhere on the farm or set[19], and large tripods aren’t 
allowed either[20]. They can be a hazard and distract others. Handheld cameras and 
phones only – but that’s all you need to capture the magic.​
- Don’t Bring Props/Weapons: Planning to dress up? A cloak or Hobbit-feet slippers = 
fine and fun! But note that only soft costume props are permitted on site – any item 
resembling a weapon (sword, bow, even a hard plastic axe) or anything that could 
accidentally hurt someone is not allowed[33]. So, leave the Sting sword or Sauron mace 
at home. This keeps the tour safe for everyone. (If you do wear a costume, make sure 
it’s comfortable for the bus ride and walking – oversized hats or masks might be more 
trouble than they’re worth.)​
- Don’t Touch or Climb: As enchanting as the Hobbit homes are, please don’t attempt to 
open doors, climb fences, or pick veggies/flowers. The set pieces and gardens need to 
last for all to enjoy. Feel free to lean in for a photo, but let’s leave everything as pristine 
as we found it – the gardening staff will thank you.​
- Avoid Late Arrival: “A wizard is never late, nor is he early,” but visitors should definitely 
be on time! Hobbiton tours run like clockwork. If you miss your scheduled departure, 
you may not be able to join another that day. So don’t “don’t be late for dinner” – plan to 

https://travelconscious.co/hobbiton-movie-set-tour/#:~:text=,depart%20the%20movie%20set%20together
https://travelconscious.co/hobbiton-movie-set-tour/#:~:text=,depart%20the%20movie%20set%20together
https://travelconscious.co/hobbiton-movie-set-tour/#:~:text=,While%20the%20terrain%20is%20not
https://www.hobbitontours.com/plan-visit/frequently-asked-questions/#:~:text=our%20Movie%20Set%20is%20the,and%20tripods%20are%20not%20permitted
https://www.hobbitontours.com/plan-visit/frequently-asked-questions/#:~:text=Costumes%20are%20allowed%20and%20welcomed,and%20functional%20for%20this%20portion


arrive at The Shire’s Rest at least 15-20 minutes early. That way you check in calmly 
and start your adventure stress-free. 

Follow these simple do’s and don’ts and your Hobbiton experience will be as smooth as 
Sam’s taters. The key is respect – for your guides, fellow travelers, and the magical 
movie set around you. Do that, and you’ll have an unforgettable time in the Shire! 

🥰 

And Finally… Your Adventure Awaits! 🌏✨ 
Whether you’re a casual traveler or a lifelong Tolkien fan, we hope this guidebook helps 
you add a little extra magic to your Hobbiton Movie Set tour. From the moment you step 
onto that green grass under the Party Tree, to the second you clink mugs in the Green 
Dragon, allow yourself to be transported. Take lots of photos, share plenty of laughs, 
and let your inner child (or inner hobbit) run free in the Shire. 

On behalf of the Headout team, thank you for letting us be a part of your journey. This 
free guide is our way of saying we value your experience – we want you to get the most 
out of every moment. If you found it helpful and had an amazing time, we’d love to see 
your favorite photos and hear your stories! Please share your moments with us by 
tagging #HeadoutHobbiton on social media. 📲 Who knows, we might feature you on 
our channels (with your very own “There and Back Again” tale). 

Now, as Bilbo might say, “I think I’m quite ready for another adventure.” – and we hope 
you are too. Go forth and enjoy your day in Hobbiton, the heart of the Shire. May your 
path be green and golden, may your tankard be ever full, and may the memories you 
make be as precious as mithril. 

Nai tira ar varya le (May the road fare well for you). Safe travels, and happy headouting! 
💚 

(This guide was brought to you by Headout. We can’t wait to head out on your next 
adventure with you!) 


	Step into the Shire: Your Ultimate Hobbiton Movie Set Guidebook 
	Welcome to Middle-earth’s Shire 🌳 
	What to Expect on Your Hobbiton Tour 🚌✨ 
	Relive the Movie Magic: Scenes & Settings to Look For 🎥 
	Insider Tips for an Epic Visit 🗝️ 
	Map & Photo Checklist 📸🗺️ 
	Bonus Section: For Die-Hard Fans 🎬🧙 
	Do’s and Don’ts for a Smooth Shire Experience 🚦 
	And Finally… Your Adventure Awaits! 🌏✨ 


